
Export boom in
arms for Indonesia
A NEW ROUND of arms sales to
Indonesia is, planned by British
government officials, according to a
classified report obtained by the
New Statesman. The report reveals
that the Department of Trade is
planning to raise Indonesia's credit-
worthiness for export guarantees to
at least £1 billion this year and £2
billion overall. Of this, £340 million
would go for arms sales.
The Conservative goverrurient's

attitude to Indonesia, which almost
seven years ago invaded the former
Portuguese colony of East Timor, is
in distinct contrast to the stance
taken against invading Argentina
this year, when ministers
successfully won the arms and trade

) embargoes against Argentina. More
than 100,000 of the inhabitants of
East Timor .are believed to have
died during the Indonesian repres-
sion. In indonesia up to a million
leftists and others are estimated to

have died since the dictatorship of
President Soeharto was established
in 1965.
According to a paper prepared by

the Country Policy Division of the
Export Credits Guarantee Depart-
ment two months ago, an official
visit to Indonesia in February by
Lord Carrington and an entourage
of businessmen was successful in
drumming up arms business - all
related directly to the continued
repression in East Timor. The
items they hope to sell are

• A Mark 15 Frigate, worth
£273.3 million, and possibly Type
21 Frigates
• Five British Aerospace Hawk
aircraft, worth £29 million
• Eleven Armoured Security
Vehicles, worth £1.2 million
• Sea Wolf missile launchers,
worth £36 million in cash.
It is a safe sale because, as the docu-

ment notes, there is in Indonesia
,~No effective challenge to the pre-
sent system of government. '.. the
existing regime is unlikely to
change.'
This week, the United Nations is

voting on self-determination for
East Timor, on which this govern-
ment has always abstained. Liberal
peer Lord Avebury told the United
Nations this week that Britain was
guilty of 'complicity and acquies-
cence' in 'Indonesian repression. As
the task force sailed against Argen-
tian repression in May, Tapol, the
British Committee for the Defence
of Political Prisoners and Human
Rights in Indonesia, wrote to the
Foreign Office to ask for an arms
embargo against Indonesia too. Mr
Richard Powell, of the South-East
Asia Department of the FO, wrote
back that the 'important dif-
ferences' were that the Falkland
Islands were under 'British Admin-
istration' and were 'inhabited by
people of predominantly British
stock'. East Timor, he wrote, was
'quite different'.
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